
In early March I had a man yelling at me over the phone about 

church being too important in his father's life (“It's what he 

does and lives for.”) and that I was committing murder by al-

lowing him to attend mass. His mature father lives for church 

but we need to take his purpose for living, away from him, to 

keep him alive? At what quality of life? For some seniors their 

social and family life is church. When you remove people's so-

cial networks are you not damaging their psychological health? 

Loneliness kills. Yet, I am sure that our bishop also got many 

calls from people threatening him and the church with lawsuits 

if he didn't submit to closure. 

Keep in mind that it is one thing if a person chooses not to 

partake. It is a radically different thing to be told you are 

forbidden to partake. 

I seen men crying in their car before the Blessed Sacrament. 

They have been told that this distancing is for their own 

good. At 85 years of age, at 94 years of age, at 96 years of 

age they are told that the hope and desire they have to be 

one with the Lord in this world... as well as, in some cases, 

praying and waiting for the Lord to bring them home... will 

have to wait until this world is safe. And knowing if being 

safe was the highest and only criteria, we would still be in 

caves, crawling on all fours... as babies would be so protect-

ed from the dangers of falling that they would never be 

allowed to learn to walk.  

I know that most doctors hate losing and consider any 

death a defeat. Call me ignorant for considering the elderly 

who with their brothers, sisters and friends already gone, 

might be questioning why God has left them behind? For 

them death is not something to be avoided at all extraordi-

nary costs... but is the gateway to eternal life. How does 

denial of mass and confession protect them? 

I helped bury a 98 year old on Friday. I wonder when the 

last time was that she was “allowed” to be at mass and re-

ceive communion? I know she is good with the Lord but it is 

a shame that some are dying these days with their “Last 

Supper” being over six weeks ago. 

Telling these committed Catholics that they are not obliged to 

“take and eat” is not satisfying. Telling them that although res-

taurants and fast-food places can “safely” dispense food, but 

churches cannot, is not logical or reasonable. 

If you don't already know, the word “church” has its roots 

in “the assembly.”  In the Greek “ecclesia,” which means, 

“called apart from the world to be together.” Catholics and 

Christians need to gather together in the name of the Lord. 

It is essential for the Body of Christ to re-member as one. It 

is who we are: the Body of Christ. I pray that our shepherds 

can soon again be allowed to be among their flock and that 

their sheep can soon partake of “real food and true drink.“ 

I know that for the Lord, a thousand years are as a day, and 

the current situation will be more quickly resolved than the 

time spent waiting for the messiah’s birth into our world. So 

yes, we are blessed with the opportunity for prayerful 

waiting and expectation. Honestly, I rarely appreciate lessons 

the Lord is teaching me until they are in my rearview mirror.  

If I told you on Mother's Day that you had no obligation to 

visit your mother, you would find it strange. Imagine you 

are told that a phone call or a zoom conversation is all you 

are allowed to have with her? Or that you are prohibited 

from visiting her grave and placing flowers there? 

One of the struggles I have been having with the faithful 

being “dispensed” from their obligation to be at Sunday 

Mass is the word “obligation.” I am obliged to pay taxes. I 

am obliged to obey traffic laws. I will admit that perhaps in 

my teenage years I may have felt obliged to attend mass 

and miss the first quarter of the Ram's game, but for me the 

days of obligation are long gone. 

As a child I felt the obligation of having to smile a greet el-

der family member who I really didn't know, who smelled 

funny and moved awkwardly. My dad, who only got to 

know one of his four grandparents, knew that this moment 

was a gift. I was privileged to meet my grandfather's oldest, 

dying brother. It didn't matter at that point my not recog-

nizing or appreciating the occasion of the youngest and old-

est boys in our family meeting. The smile on his face re-

vealed that it mattered to him... and looking back I now ap-

preciate how much it mattered to those who loved him... 

and as the tears are currently washing my cheeks, how 

much these sixty years later in now means to me. 

Yes, it was an obligation. Yet, now visiting my mom at 88 

years of age or attending Sunday mass is a privilege. I have 

learned to recognize and appreciate the gift.  

Being told that the obligation regarding mass (dispensed) 

means little when one's Sunday or for some each day feels in-

complete without receiving His real presence in the Eucharist. 
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Deceased 
Condolences are extended to the family and friends 

 

Margarita Edwards 
(Mother of Susan Black) 

 

Gunawan Wijana 

(family of Tom MacDonald) 
 

Maria Rodriguez 

(family of Louise Thomas) 
 

 

Wes Crocket, John Thrasher, Ramon Gonzalez  
(friends of Boris Garber)  

     

 May they rest in peace 

Remember all those who work in healthcare, especially:  
 

    Mary Asoera        Josie Bennett       Dorothy Ikeri  
    Nancy Wagas      Tess Abraham      Leslie Flores 
  Dinobi Nwosu   George Ann Callinan    Monica Pavon 
    Liz Ortega            Alisa Moniayo      Virginia Waters      
 

 

Please do send us the names of those involved in healthcare 

during these challenging days. (rshaw@stjeromewestchester.org) 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK call 424-543-4681 and leave a 

message. Danger of death calls get priority.   
 

FININCIAL ASSISTANCE may be available for parishioners 

through the Cardinal Macintyre Fund. Contact Juanita for the 

documentation and bills which parishioners need to get this 

one time grant. 
 

I do need your help. The earliest we will have public mass is 

May 16th. Our parish needs your assistance. Without Sunday 

services our income is minimal yet bills continue to arrive. 

Please mail in your Sunday donation or donate to our parish 

at our website. Thank you for your generosity.

(www.stjeromelax.org) 

Please Pray for the Sick 
 

   Hector G. Amezcua         Mrytle Bijole 
   Jamie Brazile         Vincent Butt           
   Hazel Chu         Rorrie de la Vega          
   Agatha Ezeani                 Xavier Galindo  
   Mark Gauerke       Anne Gingras 
   Michelle Gonzalez           Dindo Honrado  
   Monique Isaac                 Eileen LaCasse 
   Tom Lenert          John Marcello                  
   John McCreary       Louise Meehan 
   Caroline Metz       llene Muccia 
   Nina Mueller        Scott Petty 
   Wiley Pugh        Sam Quatto    
   Eileen Reyes                Lisa Reza 
   Maria Ross          Betty Spindler                 
   Gary Steed        Natalie Tun             
   Jimmy Glenn                   Brooklyn Dvi-Vardhana          
   Joan Flynn                      Cynthia Flores Zapata 
   Jesus Garber          Vilma Matolek 

 

Anyone can call the Hearts to Serve Hotline ministry 
at 855 423-6780, from 8am—5pm daily and volunteers 
will connect callers with local resources for food and 
household necessities. Drivers are available to deliver 
supplies to homes and parish-based food pantries. They 
will also work to help those who have lost their jobs or 
find themselves unable to pay for basic needs.  
 

Hearts to Serve will provide critical human contact, in-
cluding prayer, conversation, and resources for support. 

Next Sunday we begin our MOTHERS DAY NOVENA. 

These masses will be offered for our mothers living 

and dead. The envelopes for the novena will be in our 

church's parking lot... which is also where these nine 

days of masses will be offered. You may place the en-

velopes in the rectory mail box or in the basket next to 

the outdoor altar during adoration. Sadly, the faithful 

cannot yet receive Eucharist at mass... but you can be 

present in your car as well as through zoom... which is 

the best I am allowed to offer.  

Although we are required to keep our church building 

closed as non-essential, I would like to mention other 

opportunities available to our parish family to nurture 

our soul and feed our spirit. 

1. Drive-in-Adoration: The Blessed Sacrament is ex-

posed from 8am to 3:15pm daily. 8am mass occurs 

most days there except on Friday and Sunday. Commun-

ion is not available but you get to participate in the peni-

tential rite and the closing blessing and dismissal which 

do give the opportunity for forgiveness of venial sins. 

2. The Rosary Garden: facing Thornburn Street, this 

is a good place just to stop and pray especially during 

Mary’s special month of May… and each Our Father is 

more than six feet away.  

3. Zoom Mass is each day but Friday. 8am daily but 

for Sunday which is set for 5:30pm. (Meeting ID: 661-

442-999. Password: 162-954) 

4. On Wednesday’s at  5:30pm is Our Lady of Per-

petual Help Novena (Meeting ID: 683-511-284. Pass-

word: 805-612). Praying the rosary daily and joining in 

the Novena is a powerful means for us to help us re-

ceive blessings from our Blessed Mother.  

5. Our Friday Evening Prayer Group meets at 7pm. 

This charismatic group continues to pray for us and 

invites all to be open to the Spirit of Jesus allowing 

themselves to be refreshed and renewed. (Meeting ID: 

636-777-370. Password: 365-482). 


